12/12/2007


BUNTINGFORD

DEANERY

DIRECTORY
2007

V.1.01
Contents:
	
	Page:

	Benefices
	3

	Churches
	4

	Clergy
	5-6

	Readers
	6

	Churchwardens
	7-9

	PCC Secretaries
	9-10

	Treasurers
	10-11

	Church Contact Details
	12

	Church Resources
	12

	Church Guide (A-Z)
	13-43


Benefices:

Ardeley linked with Cottered, with Broadfield & Throcking

	Priest in charge:
	The Reverend Jacky Page

	Readers:
	Dr Barry Price

	
	Dr Michael Tyers

	
	Mrs Wendy Waygood


Ashwell with Hinxworth and Newnham

	Incumbent:
	The Reverend Dr Simon Chambers

	Reader: 
	Mr Allan Budgen


Aspenden, Buntingford, and Westmill

	Incumbent:
	The Reverend Norman Richards

	NSM: 
	The Reverend Glyn Howdle

	Readers:
	Mr Keith Chambers

	
	Dr Michael West


Baldock with Bygrave and Weston

	Team Rector:
	The Reverend Andrew Holford

	Curate:
	The Reverend Elizabeth Bunker

	Team Vicar:
	The Reverend Silke Tetzlaff

	Readers:
	Mr Ronald Crumpholt

	
	Mrs Sharon Cooper


Barkway, Reed, and Buckland with Barley
	Incumbent:
	The Reverend Sarah Hillman

	Reader:
	Mr Arthur Brignall


Hormead: Anstey, Brent Pelham, Little Hormead, Meesden and Great Hormead with Wyddial

	Priest in Charge:
	The Reverend Carol Kimberley

	Reader:
	Mrs Patricia Hamilton 


Royston

	Incumbent:
	The Reverend Leslie Harman

	Curate:
	The Reverend Averil Lauckner

	NSM:
	The Reverend John Fidler

	Readers:
	Mrs Margaret Coates

	
	Mr Tony Mills

	
	Mr Phil Sharkey


Sandon, Wallington, and Rushden with Clothall

	Priest in Charge:
	The Reverend Helen Dawes


Therfield with Kelshall

	Incumbent:
	The Reverend Richard Morgan

	Reader:
	Mrs Frances-Mary Blydenstein 


Churches:
	Anstey
	St. George

	Ardeley
	St. Lawrence

	Ashwell
	St. Mary

	Aspeneden
	St. Mary

	Baldock
	St. Mary the Virgin

	Barkway
	St. Mary Magdalene

	Barley
	St. Margaret of Antioch

	Breant Pelham
	St. Mary the Virgin

	Buckland
	Church Closed

	Buntingford
	St. Peter

	Bygrave
	St. Margaret of Antioch

	Clothall
	St. Mary the Virgin

	Cottered with Broadfield
	St. John the Baptist

	Great Hormead
	St. Nicholas

	Hinxworth
	St. Nicholas

	Kelshall
	St. Faith

	Little Hormead
	St. Mary (Church Closed)

	Layston
	St. Bartholomew (Church Disused)

	Meesden
	St. Mary

	Newnham
	St. Vincent

	Reed
	St. Mary

	Royston
	St. John the Baptist

	Rushden
	St. Mary

	Sandon
	All Saints

	Therfield
	St. Mary the Virgin

	Throcking
	Holy Trinity

	Wallington
	St. Mary

	Westmill
	St. Mary

	Weston
	Holy Trinity

	Wyddial
	St. Giles


Clergy:
	Name (Parishes)
	Contact Details

	The Reverend Dr Simon Chambers
(Ashwell, Hinxworth, Newnham) 
	The Rectory, Hodwell, Ashwell, Baldock SG7 5QQ
Tel: 01462 742 277

Email: simon@simonchambers.com
Day off: Monday

	The Reverend Helen Dawes
(Clothall, Rushden, Sandon, Wallington)
	The Vicarage, Paynes End, Sandon, Buntingford SG9 OQU
Tel: 01763 287 256

Email: Helen.dawes@virgin.net
Day off:

Husband:

	The Reverend John Fidler
(Royston)
	8 Stamford Avenue, Royston SG8 7DD
Tel: 01763 241 886

Day off:

Wife: Margaret

	The Reverend Leslie Harman
(Royston) 
	The Vicarage, 31 Baldock Road, Royston SG8 5BJ
Tel: 01763 243 145

Email: leslie.harman@btopenworld.com
Day off: Thursday

Wife: Jeni

	The Reverend Sarah Hillman

(Barkway/Buckland/Reed, Barley)
	The Rectory, 135 High Street, Barkway, Royston SG8 8ED

Tel: 01763 848 077

Email: sarah.c.hillman@tesco.net
Day off:

Husband:

	The Reverend Andrew Holford

(Baldock, Bygrave, Weston)
	The Rectory, 9 Pond Lane, Baldock SG7 5AS

Tel: 01462 894 398

Email:

Day off:

Wife: 

	The Reverend Glyn Howdle

(Aspenden, Buntingford, Westmill) 
	58 Ermine Street, Thundridge, Ware SG12 OSY

Tel: 01920 469 632

Email: glynjosealicia@btinternet.com
Day off: 

Wife:

	The Reverend Carol Kimberley

(Anstey, Brent Pelham,  Hormead/Wyddial, Meesden) 
	The Vicarage, Great Hormead, Buntingford SG9 ONT

Tel: 01763 289 258

Email: ck@womvic.demon.co.uk
Day off: 

Husband: John

	The Reverend Averil Lauckner

(Royston)
	12 Prince Andrew’s Close, Royston SG8 9DZ

Tel: 01763 243 265

Email: averil.lauckner@btinternet.com 

Day off: Friday

Husband: John

	The Reverend Richard Morgan

(Kelshall, Therfield)
	The Rectory, Church Lane, Therfield SG8 9QD

Tel: 01763 287 364

Email: therfieldrectory1@btinternet.com 

Day off: Variable

Wife: Christine

	The Reverend Jack Page

(Ardeley, Cottered/Broadfield, Throcking) 
	The Rectory, Warren Lane, Cottered, Buntingford SG9 9QA

Tel: 01763 281 218

Email: Jacky@kpage3.wanadoo.co.uk
Day off:

Husband:

	The Reverend Norman Richards

(Aspenden, Buntingford, Westmill)
	The Vicarage, Vicarage Road, Buntingford SG9 9BH

Tel: 01763 271 552

Email: nrichardsvic@aol.com
Day off: Friday

Wife: Alison

	The Reverend Silke Tetzlaff

(Weston)
	The Vicarage, 14 Munts Meadow, Weston, Hitchin SG4 7AE

Tel: 01462 790 330

Email: silketetzlaff@ntlworld.com
Day off:

Husband: 

	Rural Dean:

The Reverend Carol Kimberley

(Anstey, Brent Pelham, Hormead/Wyddial, Meesden) 
	The Vicarage, Great Hormead, Buntingford SG9 ONT

Tel: 01763 289 258

Email: ck@womvic.demon.co.uk
Day off:

Husband: John 


Readers:

	Name (Parishes)
	Contact Details

	Mrs Frances-Mary Blydenstein

(Kelshall, Therfield)
	Hyde Hall Farm Cottages, Sandon, Buntingford SG9 ORU

Tel: 01763 273 369

Email: fimby@tesco.net 

	Mr Arthur Brignall

(Barkway/Buckland/Reed, Barley)
	The Barn, 12 May Street, Great Chishill, Royston SG8 8SN

Tel: 01763 838 599

	My Allan Budgen

(Ashwell, Hinxworth, Newnham)
	36 Kingsland Way, Ashwell, Baldock SG7 5PZ

Tel: 01462 742 164

	Mr Keith Chambers

(Aspenden, Buntingford, Westmill)
	5 Vicarage Road, Buntingford SG9 9BE

Tel: 01763 272 092

	Mrs Margaret Coates

(Royston)
	24 Wheatfield Crescent, Royston SG8 7EN

Tel: 01462 491 519

	Mrs Sharon Cooper

(Baldock, Bygrave, Weston)
	4 Rivett Close, Baldock, SG7 6TW

Tel: 01763 242 548

Email: SharonC@letchworth.com 

	Mr Ronald Crumpholt

(Baldock, Bygrave, Weston)
	6 Pinnocks Lane, Baldock SG7 6DF

Tel: 01462 893 484

	Mrs Patricia Hamilton

(Anstey, Brent Pelham, Hormead/Wyddial, Meesden) 
	Red Stacks, Anstey, Buntingford SG9 OBN

Tel: 01763 848 536

	Mr Tony Mills

(Royston)
	12 Stamford Yard, Lower King Street, Royston SG8 5
Tel: 01763 246 410

	Dr Barry Price
(Ardeley, Cottered/Broadfield, Throcking)
	Warren Farmhouse, Warren Lane, Cottered, Buntingford SG9 9QG
Tel: 01763 281 532

Email: barryj.price@btinternet.com 

	Mr Phil Sharkey
(Royston)
	23 Cherry Drive, Royston SG8 7DL
Tel: 01763 241 977

	Dr Michael Tyers
(Ardeley, Cottered/Broadfield, Throcking)
	Cromer Hall, Cromer, Stevenage SG2 7QA
Tel: 01438 861 331

	Mrs Wendy Waygood
(Ardeley, Cottered/Broadfield, Throcking)
	The Grange, Ardeley, Stevenage SG2 7AH
Tel: 01438 861 260

Email: wendywaygood@yahoo.co.uk

	Dr Michael West
(Aspenden, Buntingford, Westmill)
	181 Monks Walk, Buntingford SG9 9DU
Tel: 01763 273 460


Churchwardens:
	Church
	Contact Details

	Anstey
	Mrs Patricia Hamilton, Red Stacks, Anstey, Buntingford SG9 OBN

Tel: 01763 848 536

Email: hamiltonpatricia@hotmail.com 

	
	Mr Mel Brewer, Brook House, Anstey, Hertfordshire SG9 OBE

Tel: 01763 894 424

Email: melfbrewer@aol.com 

	Ardeley
	Mr Chris Dawson, Kenilworth, Cromer, Walkern, Stevenage SG2 7QA

Tel: 01438 861 203

Email: chrisdawson3@tinyworld.co.uk

	
	Mrs J Naylor, Ladydene, Moor Green, Ardeley, Stevenage SG2 7AT

Tel: 01438 861 454

Email: jannay@care4free.net 

	Ashwell 
	Mr Roger Cooke, 36 High Street, Ashwell, Baldock SG7 5NW

Tel: 01462 742 203

Email: rogercooke@btinternet.com 

	
	Mr Tony Gee, 27 Angells Meadow, Ashwell, Baldock SG7 5QS

Tel: 01462 742 334

Email: Geetony@aol.com 

	Aspenden
	Mr Clive Alexander, 52 Vicarage Road, Buntingford, Hertfordshire SG9 9BB

Tel: 01763 271 012

Email: clive.alexander4@btinternet.com 

	
	Mrs E Thomas, 23 Norfolk Road, Buntingford SG9 9AN

Tel: 01763 274 289

Email: thefamilythomas@eggconnect.net 

	Baldock 
	Mr Michael Camp, 31 The Sycamores, Baldock SG7 5BJ

Tel: 01462 893 418

Email: angela.camp1@btopenworld.com 

	
	Mr Tom Walker, 40 Valley Road, Letchworth SG6 4EV
Tel: 01462 620 040

Email: tom.walker268@ntlworld.com 

	Barkway 
	Mr A Cruse, Greenways, Buckland Road, Barkway, Royston SG8 8HA

Tel: 01763 848 554

	
	Mrs M Foot, Martin’s Cottage, Nuthampstead, Royston SG8 8ND

Tel: 01763 848 327

Email: mirjam.foot@btinternet.com 

	
	Mrs Anne McCormick, 2 Stallibrass Mews, High Street, Barkway SG8 8EG

Tel: 01763 849 151

Email: karmc2@waitrose.com 

	Barley 
	Mr Roger Cording, 2 Millers Close, Picknage Road, Barley, Royston SG8 8HS

Tel: 01763 848 921

	
	Mrs Alison White, 3 Cambridge Road, Barley, Royston SG9 8HN

Tel: 01763 848 705

Email: Alison.white@tinyworld.co.uk 

	Brent Pelham 
	Major Ted Barclay, Breaches Manor, Brent Pelham, Buntingford SG9 OHJ

Tel: 01763 777 254

Email: ted@brentpelham.com 

	
	Lt. Col Richard Farrimond, Bonnymead Cottage, Brent Pelham, Buntingford SG9 OAL

Tel: 01279 777 627

Email: farrimonds@btinternet.com 

	Bygrave 
	Mrs Gill Fielding, 20 Ashwell Road, Bygrave, Baldock SG7 5DT

Tel: 01462 893 725

	
	Mrs Sylvia Light, 71 Ashwell Road, Bygrave, Baldock SG7 5DZ

Tel: 01462 896 457

	Buntingford
	Mrs Anne Bullen, 3 White Hart Close, Buntingford SG9 9DG

Tel: 01763 271 009

Email: annebullen@whitehart3.fsnet.co.uk 

	
	Mr B Davies, 6 Knights Close, Buntingford SG9 9SE

Tel: 01763 271 702

	Clothall
	 Mr R G Bradshaw, Meadow Cottage, Quickswood, Baldock SG7 6RP

Tel: 01462 790 431

Email: tea.man@talk21.com

	
	Miss Joyce Hart, 2 Maltings Court, Mansfield Road, Baldock SG7 6EB

Tel: 01462 893 365

	Cottered
	 Mr Colin Bayles, Childs Farm, Cottered, Buntingford SG9 9PU

Tel: 01763 281 256

Email: colinbayles@hotmail.com

	
	Mr Neville Chuck, 2 Lilac Cottages, Cottered, Buntingford SG9 9PU

Tel: 01763 281 245

	Hinxworth
	Mr P Lillie, 5 Homefield, Hinxworth, Baldock SG7 5RX

Tel: 01462 743 755

Email: stuart@thelillies.com 

	
	Mr Alec Stephenson, Peele Patch, The Close, Hinxworth, Baldock SG7 5HS

Tel: 01462 742 953

Email: ahstephenson@rga-online.net 

	Hormead with Wyddial 
	Mr Norman Oliver, Dane House, Great Hormead, Buntingford SG9 ONZ
Tel: 01763 289 272

Email: Norman@oliver150.freeserver.co.uk  

	
	Mr Antony Woodall, Mill House, Great Hormead, Buntingford SG9 ONY
Tel: 01763 289 342

Email: antonywoodall@tiscali.co.uk 

	
	Mr J Carter, The Orchard, Moles Lane, Wyddial, Buntingford SG9 OEX
Tel: 01763 271 520

	Kelshall 
	Mrs Margaret Bullard, Two Trees, Kelshall, Royston SG8 9SE
Tel: 01763 287 375

	
	Mr D C King, Old Foxes, Kelshall, Royston SG8 9SE
Tel: 01763 287 208

	Meesden
	Mr R Crookes, The Beehive, Meesden, Buntingford SG9 0BH
Tel: 01279 777 345

Email: crookes@meesden.fsnet.co.uk 

	
	Mr Wilfrid Dimsdale, Meesden Bury, Meesden, Buntingford SG9 OAY
Tel: 01279 777 238

Email: wtdim@aol.com 

	Newnham
	Mr C J Boddington, The Old Vicarage, Newnham, Baldock SG7 4LB
Tel: 01462 742 814

Email: cboddington@btinternet.com 

	
	Mr N J Farr, The Old School House, Newnham, Baldock SG7 5JS
Tel: 01462 742 815

	Reed
	Mrs Ehzabeth Jakeman, 4 Church Close, Reed, Royston SG8 8AN
Tel: 01763 848 398

	
	Mrs Karin Weston, Priory House, Buckland, Buntingford SG9 0PT
Tel: 01763 271 912

Email: ktweston@btinternet.com 

	Royston
	Mrs Jill Mellors, 28 Chaucer Road, Royston SG8 5
Tel: 01763 249 131

Email: jill.mellors@ntlworld.com 

	
	Miss Brenda Strangleman, 7 Thurnall Avenue, Royston, SG8 9ER
Tel: 01763 245 273

Email: bjstrangleman@btinternet.com 

	Rushden
	Mrs Jean Chalk, Old Hammers, Mill End, Rushden, Buntingford SG9 OTA
Tel: 01763 288 291

	
	Mrs Betty Keys, The Poplars, Redhill, Buntingford SG9 0TH
Tel: 01763 288 257 Email: bethkeys@freeserver.co.uk

	Sandon
	Mrs P Fisher, Newlands, Gannock Green, Sandon, Buntingford SG9 ORH
Tel: 01763 287 269

	
	Mrs Christina Wornham, Lye End Farm, Sandon, Buntingford SG9 ORS
Tel: 01763 287 216

Email: rcwornham@hotmail.com 

	Therfield
	Mrs Linda Brogden, Elm House, The Causeway, Therfield, Royston SG8 9PP
Tel: 01763 287 388

Email: l.brogden@btinternet.com 

	
	Mrs Zita Welch, 1 Bell Terrace, Therfield, Royston SG8 9PT
Tel: 01763 287 555

	Throcking
	Mr H W Knight, Throcking Hall Cottage, Throcking, Buntingford SG9 9RL
Tel: 01763 281 601

	
	Mr J Smyth, Middle Farm, Throcking, Buntingford SG9 9RN
Tel: 01763 281 201

	Wallington
	Mrs Mary Glaze, 18 Kits Lane, Wallington, Baldock SG7 6SP
Tel: 01462 288 315

	
	Mrs Martha Wilson, 1 Lodge Farm, Wallington, Baldock SG7 6SH
Tel: 01462 742 719

	Westmill 
	Mrs Judy Thody, Green Acre, Westmill, Buntingford SG9 9LL
Tel: 01763 271 321

Email: judy@thody99.freeserve.co.uk 

	
	Mrs S Phipps, The Appleyard, Westmill, Buntingford SG9 9LJ
Tel: 01763 273 207

Email: phippsappleyard@aol.com 

	Weston
	Mrs M J Armitage, The Thatched Cottage, Warrens Green, Weston, Stevenage SG4 7ED
Tel: 01462 790 214

Email: simon.armitage1@virgin.net 

	
	Mr Peter Handy, Damask Green Cottage, Damask Green, Weston, Stevenage SG4 7BZ
Tel: 01462 790 237

Email: peterhandy@onetel.net.uk 


PCC Secretaries: 

	Church
	Contact Details

	Anstey
	Mrs Alison Cossor, Anstey Bury, Anstey, Buntingford SG9 ODF

Tel: 01763 848 479

	Ardeley
	Mr Roger Waygood, The Grange, Ardeley, Stevenage SG2 7AH

Tel: 01438 861 260

Email: rogerwaygood@yahoo.com 

	Ashwell
	Mr B Allen, 46 Highfield, Letchworth SG6 3PZ

Tel: 01462 624 564

	Aspenden
	Mrs Barbara Coxall, 1 Peasmead, Buntingford SG9 9SF

Tel: 01763 271 696

	Baldock
	Mr Andrew Clark, 35 The Leas, Baldock SG7 6HZ

Tel: 01462 893 418 

	Barkway
	Mrs Meriel Tufton, The Red House, Barkway, Royston SG8 8EA

Tel: 01763 848 131

	Barley
	Mrs Sophia Wrangham, The Manor, Church End, Barley, Royston SG8 8JW

Tel: 01763 848 699

	Brent Pelham
	Mrs Annette Farrimond, Bonnymead Cottage, Brent Pelham, Buntingford SG9 OAL
Tel: 01279 777 627

Email: farrimonds@btinternet.com 

	Buntingford
	Vacant – c/o The Vicar

	Bygrave
	Mrs P Young, The Cottage, Ashwell Road, Bygrave, Baldock SG7 5DY
Tel: 01462 896 490

	Clothall
	Mr B Thomson, Clothall, Baldock SG7 6RE
Tel: 01462 790 344

	Cottered
	Mrs L Boustead, Chenyes Lodge, Cottered SG9 9QB
Tel: 01763 281 453

	Hinxworth
	Mrs Yvonne Tookey, 7 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Baldock SG7 5HL
Tel: 01462 742 439

Email: jtookey@care4free.net 

	Hormead/Wyddial
	Mrs M Farr, The Grange, Balon’s Farm, Little Hormead, Buntingford SG9 OLU
Tel: 01763 289 612

	Kelshall
	Mr Sidney Batterbury, Willow Bank, The Street, Kelshall, Royston SG8 9SH
Tel: 01763 287 371

	Meesden
	Mrs C Crookes, The Beehive, Meesden, Buntingford SG9 OBH
Tel: 01279 777 345

	Newnham
	Mrs Susan Bain, New Cottage, Ashwell Road, Newnham, Baldock SG7 5JX
Tel: 01462 742 284

	Reed
	Mr Peter Robinson, The Grange, London Road, Royston SG8 9LR
Tel: Need Number 

	Royston
	Neil Guttridge, 34 Cherry Drive, Royston SG8 7DL
Tel: 01763 241 818

Email: Neil@guttridge.org.uk 

	Rushden
	Sue Whiting, The Orchard House, Rushden, Buntingford, Hertfordshire SG9 0SN
Tel: Need Number

	Sandon
	Mrs Gay Ayton, The Six Bells, Sandon, Buntingford SG9 OQX
Tel: 01763 287 620

Email: ayton.sixbells@btinternet.com 

	Therfield
	Mrs R Acland, 9 Tuthill Court, Therfield, Royston SG8 9TT
Tel: 01763 287 704

Email: racland@healthtechnetwork.com 

	Throcking
	Mrs Esther Taylor, Foxholes, Throcking, Buntingford SG9 9RD
Tel: 01763 281 456

Email: foxholesfarm@ukonline.co.uk 

	Wallington
	Mrs Sara Hughes, Wallington Chase, Wallington, Baldock SG7 6JR
Tel: 01462 288 236

	Westmill
	Mrs Sheila Ormerod, 46 Hare Street Road, Buntingford SG9 9HW
Tel: 01763 271 201

Email: sormerod@waitrose.com 

	Weston
	Miss Judith Evans, 2 Maiden Cottages, Maiden Street, Weston, Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG4 7AG
Tel: Need Number


Treasurers:
	Church
	Contact Details

	Anstey
	Miss A Grimsdale, High Bank, Snow End, Anstey, Buntingford SG9 OBZ
Tel: 01763 848 372

	Ardeley
	Mrs Kay Crump, Moor Hall Barn, Moor Green, Ardeley, Stevenage SG2 7SP
Tel: 01438 861 040

Email: kaycrump@free.net.co.uk 

	Ashwell
	Mr Stephen Fleming, Hillside Silver Street, Ashwell, Baldock SG7 5QL
Tel: 01462 743 496

	Aspenden
	Email: Stephen@hartww.com 

	Baldock
	Mr D Caunce, 26 The Sycamores, Baldock SG7 5BJ
Tel: 01462 893 418

Email: caunced@thewinesociety.com 

	Barkway
	Mr C Blount, Manor Farm, Church Lane, Barkway, Royston SG8 8EJ
Tel: 01763 848 550

	Barley
	Mr Arthur Brignall, 12 May Street, Great Chishill, Royston SG8 8SN
Tel: 01763 838 599

	Brent Pelham
	Mr John Brereton, Flint Cottage, Andersons Lane, Great Hormead, Buntingford, Hertfordshire SG9 0PA
Tel: 01763 289 433

	Bygrave
	Mrs V Huffer, 57 Ashwell Road, Bygrave, Baldock SG7 5DY
Tel: 01462 892 622

	Buntingford
	Mr S Bullen, 3 White Hart Close, Buntingford SG9 9DG
Tel: 01763 271 009

	Clothall
	Mrs Mair Mcintee, 7 Hickmans Hill, Clothall, Baldock SG7 6RH
Tel: 01462 790 707

Email: MairMc@btopenworld.com 

	Cottered
	Mr M Morris, Phaden Lodge, Cottered, Buntingford SG9 9RA
Tel: 01763 281 300

Email: mwmmanagement@hotmailc.om 

	Hinxworth
	Mrs Jan Fair, Camamocks, Chapel Street, Hinxworth, Baldock SG7 5EH
Tel: 01462 743 137

Email: janfair@tinyworld.co.uk 

	Hormead/Wyddial
	Mrs P Sherwood, New Cottage, Great Hormead, Buntingford SG9 ONT
Tel: 01763 289 657

Email: partricia.sherwood@homecall.co.uk 

	Kelshall
	Mr J Gartside, The Grange, Kelshall, Royston SG8 9SE
Tel: 01763 287 404

Email: gartsidejp@aol.com 

	Meesden
	Mr Wilfrid Dimsdale, Meesden Bury, Meesden, Buntingford SG9 OAY
Tel: 01279 777 238

	Newnham
	Mr Anthony Hughes, Newnham Hall Cottage, Newnham, Baldock SG7 5JL
Tel: 01462 742 907

Email: ranthony.hughes@aol.com 

	Reed
	Mr Ken Jones, Highbank, High Street, Reed, Royston SG8 8AH
Tel: 01763 848 430

	Royston
	Mr Ross Reilly, 70 Redwing Rise, Royston Need Postcode! 
Tel: 01763 244 777

Email: rr@rossreilly.fsnet.co.uk 

	Rushden
	Mr L Dawe, Flint Cottage, Treacle Lane, Rushden, Buntingford SG9 OSL
Tel: 01763 288 235

	Sandon 
	Mr P Laskey, The Old Vicarage, Sandon, Buntingford SG9 OQX
Tel: 01763 287 232

Email: pslatto@aol.com 

	Therfield
	Mr J Wyatt, Wych Elms, Mill Lane, Therfield, Royston SG8 9PR
Tel: 01763 287 333

Email: kitty.hawk@virgin.net 

	Throcking
	Mrs Sally Smyth, Middle Farm, Throcking, Buntingford SG9 9RK
Tel: 01763 281 201

	Wallington
	Mr C Hunt, 7 The Street, Wallington, Baldock SG7 6SW
Tel: Need Number!

	Westmill
	Mrs J Mole, 3 Townsend, Cherry Green Lane, Westmill, Buntingford SG9 9LE
Tel: 01763 272 379

	Weston
	Mr J Thorpe, 1 Friars Road, Weston, Hitchin SG4 7BA
Tel: 01462 790 525

Email: pcc@jtzt.screaming.net 


Church Contact Details:

	Church
	Telephone
	Email & Website

	Anstey
	Vicarage
	

	Ardeley
	
	

	Ashwell
	01462 742 601
	

	Aspenden
	01763 271 966
	

	Baldock
	01462 892 838
	srmarysofficebaldock@btinternet.com
http://www.acny.org.uk/7910/

	Barkway
	
	

	Barley
	
	

	Brent Pelham
	Vicarage
	

	Buntingford
	01763 271 966
	

	Bygrave
	
	

	Clothall
	
	

	Cottered
	
	

	Great Hormead
	Vicarage
	

	Hinxworth
	01462 742 601
	

	Kelshall
	Rectory
	

	Meesden
	Vicarage
	

	Newnham
	01462 742 601
	

	Reed
	
	

	Royston
	01763 246 371
	St.johnroyston@btopenworld.com 
http://www.roystonparishchurch.org.uk  

	Rushden
	
	

	Sandon
	
	

	Therfield
	Rectory
	

	Throcking
	
	

	Wallington
	
	

	Westmill
	
	

	Weston
	
	

	Wyddial
	
	


Church Resources:

	Church
	Activity

	Anstey
	Organising other events in the church building

	Aspenden
	Music

	Aspenden, Buntingford
	Local ministry teams (informal)

	Buntingford
	Ecumenical working

	Buntingford, Hormead, Royston
	Children’s work, Sunday school, Youth work

	Hinxworth, Royston
	House group leadership

	Hormead
	Stewardship

	Hormead
	Sunday school work

	Royston
	Bereavement visiting 


Church Guide:

Anstey: 
(St. George Church – Part of Hormead benefice with Brent Pelham, Great Hormead, Little Hormead, Meesden, and Wyddial) 
Priest in Charge:
The Reverend Carol Kimberley, 
The Vicarage, Great Hormead Buntingford, Herts. SG9 ONT

Tel: 01763 289258 
E-mail: ck@womvic.demon.co.uk 
Day off: Saturday
Times of church services:
6pm              Evensong (1st Sunday in month) 

10 am            Holy Communion (3rd Sunday in month) 

Services are held in other churches of the benefice on other Sundays, with a Group Service at 10 am in St Giles, Wyddial on the 5th Sunday in the month.

Lay Reader:

Mrs Patricia Hamilton
Red Stack, Anstey, Buntingford, Herts. SG9 0BN 

Tel: 01763 848536

Churchwarden:
Mr Mel Brewer

Brook House, Anstey, Herts. SG9 OBE

Tel: 01763 894 424

Church Opening Times:
 The church is open during daylight hours

Church History:
There has been a church on this site since Saxon times.  The mound on which it rises is probably artificial and marks the meeting point of two ley lines.  The present building is the third on the site.  Cruciform in plan like a miniature abbey, it retains its Norman core, crossing and lower tower, completed in 1175.  The chancel, transepts and nave are early English finished about 1290, probably recycling stones from the castle next door, demolished on the orders of Henry III earlier in the century.  Perpendicular aisles, south porch and upper tower, with its 'Hertfordshire Spike', were added later.  The church collection of medieval graffiti is famous; the font is almost unique and may predate the current building. There is a fine ring of six bells in the central tower, dating from 1490 to 1784.  The living is in the gift of Christ's College, Cambridge, whose fellows found it so desirable that in the 200 years from 1700-1900 there were only eight rectors. There are also interesting medieval misericords and a 15th century lychgate.  However, the glory of the church, apart from its dominating position, is the simple but forceful early English mouldings. The Shell Guide finds it the "most loveable building in the County".
Ardeley: 
(St. Lawrence Church – Linked with benefice of Cottered with Throcking)
Priest in Charge:
The Reverend Jacky Page 
The Rectory, Warren Lane, Cottered, Buntingford Herts SG9 9QA. 
Tel: 01763 281218 
E-mail: 

Times of church services:

9.30 am
Sung Eucharist  (1st & 3rd Sundays)   

11.00 am
Sung Eucharist (2nd Sunday)         

11.00 am
Family Worship (4th Sunday)         

10.00 am
Group Benefices Service around the churches (5th Sunday)

 6.00 pm
Every Sunday evening: Evening Prayer

1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays the Junior Church/Little Fishes meet in the Village Hall for the first part of the service.

Church History:
The church was built mainly in the 13th and 14th centuries.  The Dean and Chapter of St Paul's provided the money for the construction of the church in 1240, which then consisted of chancel, nave and tower.  The north aisle was added in 1320 and the south aisle in 1390, and it is interesting to note the difference in styles.  In the second half of the 15th century the oak roof of the nave and aisles were added, and one of the finest features of the roof is the carved angels bearing shields and musical instruments with six more in the side aisles.  The font is 15th century.  The rood loft and the magnificent rood were added in 1928 to the design of F C Eden.  The six bells have been described as the finest and oldest set of light bells in Hertfordshire.  Number 3 and number 6 both date from the 15th century.  Most of the stained glass dates from the 19th century, of which the finest is probably the seven sacraments window in the north aisle.

Ashwell: 
(St. Mary the Virgin Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Hinxworth and Newnham)
Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Dr Simon Chambers

The Rectory , Hodwell, Ashwell, Baldock Herts SG7 5QQ. 
Tel: 01462 742277 

E-mail: simon@simonchambers.com 

Times of church services:

8.00 am
Holy communion BCP (excluding 4th Sunday in the month

10.45 am
Parish Eucharist, (1st Sunday: Service of the Word)
6.30 pm
Choral evensong (1st Sunday Choral Eucharist)

Please check the church notice board for any special services and variations.

Church History:

The tower looms dramatically above the medieval village; it is a marker to travellers and is floodlit on weekend nights.  Inside the church it is unexpectedly spacious, its quiet simplicity a centre of calm and light for today as it was for congregations of the past.  When the church was only half built, the Black Death paralysed the country and someone scratched his despair on the clunch walls.  Later, an unknown craftsman, perhaps fresh from work in the city, sketched Old St Paul's as it was before it was destroyed by the great fire of London.

Aspenden: (St. Mary’s Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Buntingford and Westmill) 
Incumbent:
The Reverend Norman Richards 
The Vicarage, Vicarage Road, Buntingford, Herts SG9 9BH. 
Tel: 01763 271552 

E-mail: nrichardsvic@aol.com 

Day off: Friday
Wife: Alison

Times of church services:
9.30 am
All age family worship (1st Sunday in the month), 

Holy communion (2nd & 5th Sundays), morning worship (4th Sunday)
At 10.15 am on the 3rd Sunday in the month there is a joint family communion service rotating around the three churches of the benefice.

Church History:

In all probability the church dates back a thousand years, for the Domesday Book records a priest in residence in 1086.  Parts of the north wall date from the 11th century, and the rest of the original nave and chancel are early 12th century.  Some fine 17th century oak panels enclose the south chapel, which serves as a vestry for the choir and the clergy.  The south door is oak of the 17th century.  The alms box nearby is of a pattern ordered by mandate of Henry II in 1166 and is probably 17th century also.  On the south wall is a monument to the brothers William and Ralph Freman; Sir Ralph was Lord Mayor of London before 1634.  The Clifford tomb in the south chapel is made from purbeck marble. Sir Robert Clifford, through his wife Elizabeth, owned the Manor of Aspenden and was 'Knight to the Body' to Henry VII.  His name was linked with the Perkin Warbeck plot against the King.  One writer suggests that the plot was crushed on information received from Sir Robert for which he received £500.  In any event, he was pardoned and remained in royal favour until his death in 1508.

Baldock:

(St. Mary the Virgin Church – Part of a team benefice with Bygrave and Weston)
Team Rector: 
The Reverend Andrew Holford 
The Rectory, 9 Pond Lane, Baldock, Herts SG7 5AS

Tel: 01462 894398
E-mail:
Times of church services & Church History:

 For details please visit : http://www.acny.org.uk/7910/ 
Barkway:

(St. Mary Magdalene Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Barley, Buckland, and Reed)
Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Sarah Hillman

The Rectory, 135 High Street, Barkway, Royston 

Herts SG8 8ED. 

Tel: 01763 848077 

E-mail: sarah.c.hillman@tesco.net 

Times of church services: 

6.00 p.m
BCP Evensong (1st Sunday of the Month)

10.30 a.m. 
United Benefice Sung Eucharist (2nd Sunday of the Month)*

9.00 a.m.
Parish Communion (3rd Sunday of the Month)

10.30 a.m.
Parish Communion (4th Sunday of the Month)

*this service alternates between Barley and Barkway

BCP - Book of Common Prayer. These services use traditional language. All other services use modern language

This pattern is subject to change at certain times of year e.g. harvest, Remembrance Sunday, so please also check the current week's calendar.

Church History:
There has been a church here since Norman and possibly since Saxon times.  During the 13th century the chancel was rebuilt, and traces of windows from that period are still visible on the north side.  In the 15th century the nave was widened, the aisles and clerestory added and the tower rebuilt.  The church was largely restored in 1861, when the tower was rebuilt and enlarged.

The east window in the south aisle comprises a jumble of glass and includes the remains of a 15th century window, the glass of which was removed and buried to save it from destruction during the civil war.  The tower contains a peal of eight bells.  Six of these were recast in 1787 and two more were added in 1914.  The turret bell on which the clock strikes is pre 1660.  At the back of the tower stands a monument by the famous sculptor Rysbrack.  There is a fine stained glass window in the north aisle, given by the Hertfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Essex branch of the Burma Star Association.
Barley:

(St. Margaret of Antioch Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Barkway, Buckland, and Reed) 

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Sarah Hillman

The Rectory, 135 High Street, Barkway, Royston 

Herts SG8 8ED. 

Tel: 01763 848077

E-mail: sarah.c.hillman@tesco.net 

Times of church services:

10.30 a.m.
Parish Communion and Junior Church (1st Sunday of the Month)

10.30 a.m.
United Benefice Sung Eucharist (2nd Sunday of the Month)*

10.30 a.m.
Morning Prayer (3rd Sunday of the Month)

9.00 a.m.
Parish Communion  (4th Sunday of the Month)

*this service alternates between Barley and Barkway

This pattern is subject to change at certain times of year e.g. harvest, Remembrance Sunday, so please also check the current week's calendar.

Church History:

Although the church has been restored on a number of occasions since 1100, in 1853 the fabric was in such a ruinous condition that major rebuilding was required.  William Butterfield, the eminent Victorian architect, was instructed by the Reverend Robert Augustus Gordon (Rector 1853-91) to draw up plans.  As the result of the Rector's enthusiasm and generosity (he himself contributed £4,700 towards the total cost of £5,385) we have the building we see today. The restoration work is typically Butterfield, with its lavish use of coloured marbles in arcading and in the reredos and also in the employment of patterned floor tiles and coloured banding on the east wall.  The font is also to the design of Butterfield, and the pulpit from the old church survived and dates from 1626.  The south windows are early 16th century work, and one contains fragments of early glass and the date 1536.  These may be parts of some glass work in memory of Archbishop Warham, formerly Rector here.  A 17th century fragment in the south window of the vestry depicts St Martin of Tours sharing his coat with a beggar.   St Margaret's is fortunate in possessing one of the most complete lists of Rectors in Hertfordshire, in which figures a high proportion of distinguished men, no doubt due to the proximity of the village to the University of Cambridge.
Brent Pelham:

(St. Mary the Virgin Church – Part of Hormead benefice with Great Hormead, Little Hormead, Meesden, and Wyddial) 

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Carol Kimberley 

The Vicarage, Great Hormead, Buntingford, Herts SG9 ONT.

Tel: 01763 289258 

E-mail: ck@womvic.demon.co.uk
Day off: Saturday
Husband: John
Times of church services:

10am
Holy Communion (2nd Sunday in the month) 

10am
Family Service     (4th Sunday in the month) 

Services are held in other churches of the benefice on other Sundays, with a Group Service at 10 am in St Giles, Wyddial on the 5th Sunday in the month.

Church History:

The church is of medieval foundation.  The present church with its walls of flint rubble and its tiled roof was built in the 14th century.  The 15th century saw the construction of the west tower with its diagonal buttresses and Hertfordshire spike.  The century also saw the installation of a rood screen, which was removed in later renovations, but some of the carved wooden tracery was used to form a tower screen, which can still be seen. 

One of its claims to fame is the Shonks tomb in the north wall of the church.  He was buried there to avoid the devil who vowed he would take Shonks’ soul after his death, whether he was buried inside or outside the church.  So Shonks very shrewdly elected to be buried in the church wall, a ploy, which the devil had not thought of, and one hopes that his soul rests in peace.A walk round the churchyard is idyllic.  Please note the stocks near the main gate of the church.

Buckland:

(St. Andrew’s Church – Within the multi-parish including Barkway, Barley, and Reed)
Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Sarah Hillman

The Rectory, 135 High Street, Barkway, Royston

Herts SG8 8ED. 

Tel: 01763 848077

E-mail: sarah.c.hillman@tesco.net 

Times of church services:

10.30 a.m.
United Benefice Holy Communion (5th Sunday of the Month)

This pattern is subject to change at certain times of year e.g. harvest, Remembrance Sunday, so please also check the current week's calendar.

Church History:

Description of church needed
Buntingford:

(Buntingford – St. Peter’s Church

Layston – St. Bartholomew’s Church

Part of a multi-parish benefice with Aspenden and Westmill)

Incumbent: 
The Reverend Norman Richards 

The Vicarage, Vicarage Road, Buntingford, Herts SG9 9BH. 

Tel: 01763 271552 

E-mail: nrichardsvic@aol.com 

Day off: Friday

Wife: Alison

Times of church services:
9.30 am
Holy communion (2nd Sunday in the month) 

11 am

Morning worship (1st Sunday), all age family worship (2nd 
Sunday Holy communion (4th Sunday))

5.30 pm
Nevetts songs of praise (2nd Sunday) 

6 30 pm
Praise and prayer celebration (5th Sunday in month) 

At 10.15am on the 3rd Sunday there is a joint family communion service rotating around the three churches of the benefice.

Church History:
It is thought that Layston was a plague village, and afterwards the settlement of Buntingford (first recorded in 1185), which is situated on the old Roman road of Ermine Street, used the church of St Bartholomew as its parish church.  Unfortunately the River Rib was liable to flood, and so St Bartholomew's church was often out of reach in winter. 
A chapel of St John the Baptist was used, but it fell into disrepair.  In 1614 a new church was built as a chapel-of-ease with money collected by the then Vicar, Alexander Strange.  The back part of St Peter's clearly shows the original Greek cross-shaped building to which pieces have been added.  It is believed to be the oldest brick church in the country. 

St Bartholomew's church is no longer open for use, largely for safety reasons.  The major part of the roof was removed many years ago.  However, the parish graveyard is still situated there, as St Peter's itself has no surrounding land. 

It is a popular area for walks and the sight of the tower, which can be viewed rising above the trees from the northern end of the town, is one which is held in affection by Buntingford dwellers.
Bygrave:

(St. Margaret of Antioch Church – Part of a team benefice with Baldock and Weston)

Team Rector: 
The Reverend Andrew Holford 

The Rectory, 9 Pond Lane, Baldock, Herts SG7 5AS. 

Tel: 01462 894398

E-mail: 

Times of church services: 

Details needed 

Church History:

Description of church building needed
Clothall:

(St. Mary the Virgin Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Rushden, Sandon, and Wallington) 

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Helen Dawes

The Vicarage, Paynes End, Sandon, Buntingford

Herts SG9 OQU. 

Tel: 01763 287256 

E-mail : helen.dawes@virgin.net 

Times of church services:
9.30 am
Holy communion (2nd Sunday in month) 

11.15 am
Mattins (4th Sunday) 

9:30 am
Morning Prayer (every Monday except in August)

Services held in other churches of benefice on other Sundays, with a united service at 10 am in one of the four churches of the benefice on the 5th Sunday in the month.

Church History:

The stone and flint village church was built at several different periods.  The south door dates from the 14th century, and the nave was originally 12th century.  The chancel was rebuilt in the 14th century, and the chancel arch too belongs to that period, although it is now somewhat defaced.  The font is 12th century and is made of purbeck marble.  The glass in the east window is the glory of the church.  It is thought that there are only two others like it in England, possible the work of the same man. It consists of six late 14th century medallions, with the heads of Christ, the four evangelists and Mary Magdalene.  The chantry chapel is 14th century; notice the brackets for imagery.  The tower has two bells: the first dates from the 14th century and bears the mark of Richard Wimbush, the other dates from the 16th century.
Cottered with Broadfield:

(St. John the Baptist Church – Part of a joint benefice with Throcking, also linked with Ardeley) 

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Jacky Page 

The Rectory, Warren Lane, Cottered, Buntingford 

Herts SG9 9QA. 

Tel: 01763 281218 

E-mail:
Times of church services:
8 am 

Holy communion 1st Sunday in month) 

9.30 am
Holy communion (2nd and 4th Sundays) 

11 am

All age worship (1st Sunday); 

Holy Communion (3rd Sunday). 

On the 5th Sunday in the month there is a group service at 10 am in one of the three churches of the benefice.

Church History:

The church is 14th century with an 18th century spire, which forms a local landmark.  Opposite the main door is a large mural of St Christopher with a medieval backdrop dating from around 1500.  The Reverend Anthony Trollope, grandfather of the novelist of the same name, was a rector here.  The nave has large perpendicular style windows and a fine oak roof.  The font, erected in 1739, is made of Derbyshire marble with intriguing fossils.  There is a Queen Ann coat of arms and a memorial tablet to surgeon Sir James Cantlie, whose tomb is in the churchyard near the porch.  In the Lady Chapel are grave slabs to former lords of the manor of Broadfield and Cottered.  There is a carved windmill on the tower arch inside the church.  The west millennium window was installed in 2000 and depicts important stages of the spreading Christian message during the first two thousand years of Christianity.  The church was originally dedicated as St Mary's.
Great Hormead:

(St. Nicholas Church – Part of the Hormead Benefice with Brent Pelham, Little Hormead, Meesden, and Wyddial)

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Carol Kimberley 

The Vicarage, Great Hormead, Buntingford, Herts SG9 ONT

Tel: 01763 289258 

E-mail: ck@womvic.demon.co.uk 

Day off: Saturday
Husband: John

Times of church services:

10am 
Family Service (1st Sunday in the month)

6pm 
Time with God’ Service (2nd Sunday in the month)

10am
Holy Communion [and Sunday School] (4th Sunday in the month)

Services are held in other churches of the benefice on other Sundays, with a Group Service at 10 am in St Giles, Wyddial on the 5th Sunday in the month.

Church History:

The nave and north aisle were built in the 13th century or earlier.  The south aisle, clerestory and tower followed in the 15th century.  There is a 12th century font, a good set of six 17th century bells and a fine 19th century clock, all in regular use.  Extensive alterations and refurbishment took place in the 19th century.  An organ chamber and a porch, not shown in the line drawing, were added and the chancel rebuilt.  Ten fine stained glass windows were installed with fine pews, pulpit and tiled floors.  There are many old and delightfully grotesque gorbels inside and out.  Much recent work has been done to make the church waterproof and damp-free, and it is now in excellent condition. 

St Nicholas church, of which St John's College in Cambridge has held the patronage for around two hundred years, is situated on a hill above and outside the village, since the squire at Hormead Bury originally built it next door for his own convenience.
Hinxworth:

(St. Nicholas Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Ashwell and Newnham)

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Dr Simon Chambers

The Rectory, Hodwell, Ashwell, Baldock, Herts SG7 5QQ. 

Tel: 01462 742277 

E-mail: simon@simonchambers.com 

Times of church services:

9.15 am 
Parish Eucharist, (3rd Sunday: Service of the Word) Please 

check the church notice board for any special services and variations.

Church History:
There is evidence of a church existing on this site early in the 13th century, and it may well have been a wooden one.  Most of the building seen from the nave was built early in the 14th century.  The substance of the nave and tower was built in the decorated gothic style.  There was a porch on the north side, maybe wooden, which had a door able to be locked.  The south door is barred by a beam, which slides five feet into the thickness of the wall.  In 1887 and 1907 the last major restoration was undertaken.  A new roof was put on the church, and the only pieces retained of the 1840 roof were the four carved figures of monks holding shields which can been seen on the beam-ends.  The chancel was altered and a 'gothic' east window replaced that of 1735.  There are several brass monuments in the church, which are given in more detail in the excellent church guide.
Kelshall:

(St. Faith’s Church – Part of a larger benefice with Therfield)

Incumbent: 
The Reverend Richard Morgam

The Rectory, Church Lane, Therfield, Herts SG8 9QD. 

Tel: 01763 287364 

E-mail: therfieldrectory1@btinernet.com 

Day off: Variable 

Wife: Christine

Times of church services:

5.30 pm 
All age service (1st Saturday evening of each month) 

9 am 

Holy communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays) 

3.30/6 pm 
Evensong (2nd Sunday)

Church History:

St Faith's church was rebuilt from about 1390 to 1420.  It has no later additions but was sympathetically repaired in the 1870s.  Much of the painted ceiling in the nave is original, having been whitewashed in the 17th century.  The chancel ceiling pattern was repainted in 1880, as insufficient original pattern survived.  On the dado of the rood screen are four polychrome panels, which date from 1420 and depict St Edmund, St Edward the Confessor and two bishops.  All colour is original.  It is a rare sight in Hertfordshire, being the only figure paintings to survive the period.  The font and chancel windows were put in during 19th century repairs.  The east window is to a design by Henry Holiday.  There are five bells.  In the churchyard an early preaching cross can be seen.
Little Hormead:

(St. Mary’s Church (Closed) – Part of Hormead benefice with Brent Pelham, Great Hormead, Meesden, and Wyddial)

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Carol Kimberley 

The Vicarage, Great Hormead, Buntingford 

Herts SG9 ONT 

Tel: 01763 289258 
E-mail: ck@womvic.demon.co.uk     

Day off: Saturday

Husband: John

Times of church services:

There are only occasional services during the summer held in this church, but regular services are held in the other five churches of benefice each Sunday, with a group service at 10 am rotating around them on the 5th Sunday in the month.

Church History:

This small church, beautifully situated, was built in the 11th/12th centuries.  It is no longer required for regular worship (St Nicholas church at Great Hormead is less than half a mile away), and it is cared for by the Churches Conservation Trust.  A priest was recorded here in the Domesday Book, when Hormead (no 'Great' or 'Little') had 550 inhabitants, much the same as now.  The church has one remarkable feature, its original 12th century wooden north door with its original decorative metal strap work including a dragon and a bird and rough-headed nails.  In 1925 the entrance was blocked and the door preserved inside.  It has been cleaned and exhibited several times, the last time being in 1984 in the Haywards Gallery in London in an exhibition of English Romanesque art (1066-1200).  The 12th century chancel arch has a coat of arms of Charles I dated 1660 hanging over it, indicating royalist sympathies at the time of the civil war.
Layston:

(Buntingford – St. Peter’s Church
Layston – St. Bartholomew’s Church

Part of a multi-parish benefice with Aspenden and Westmill)

Incumbent: 
The Reverend Norman Richards

The Vicarage, Vicarage Road, Buntingford, Herts SG9 9BH. 

Tel: 01763 271552 

E-mail: nrichardsvic@aol.com
Day off: Friday

Wife: Alison

Times of church services:

9.30 am 
Holy communion (2nd Sunday in the month) 

11 am 

Morning worship (1st Sunday), all age family worship (2nd Sunday 



Holy communion (4th Sunday))

5.30 pm 
Nevetts songs of praise (2nd Sunday) 

6 30 pm 
Praise and prayer celebration (5th Sunday in month) 

At 10.15am on the 3rd Sunday there is a joint family communion service rotating around the three churches of the benefice.

Church History:

It is thought that Layston was a plague village, and afterwards the settlement of Buntingford (first recorded in 1185), which is situated on the old Roman road of Ermine Street, used the church of St Bartholomew as its parish church.  Unfortunately the River Rib was liable to flood, and so St Bartholomew's church was often out of reach in winter. 

A chapel of St John the Baptist was used, but it fell into disrepair.  In 1614 a new church was built as a chapel-of-ease with money collected by the then Vicar, Alexander Strange.  The back part of St Peter's clearly shows the original Greek cross-shaped building to which pieces have been added.  It is believed to be the oldest brick church in the country. 

St Bartholomew's church is no longer open for use, largely for safety reasons.  The major part of the roof was removed many years ago.  However, the parish graveyard is still situated there, as St Peter's itself has no surrounding land. 

It is a popular area for walks and the sight of the tower, which can be viewed rising above the trees from the northern end of the town, is one which is held in affection by Buntingford dwellers.
Meesden:

(St. Mary’s Church – Part of Hormead benefice with Brent Pelham, Little Hormead, Great Hormead, and Wyddial)

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Carol Kimberley 

The Vicarage, Great Hormead, Buntingford 

Herts SG9 ONT. 

Tel: 01763 289258 

Email: ck@womvic.demon.co.uk 

Day off: Saturday

Husband: John

Times of church services:

10am 
Holy Communion (1st Sunday in the month)

6pm 
Evensong [except in Nov-March 8:30am Holy Communion (3rd Sunday in the month)

Services are held in other churches of the benefice on other Sundays, with a Group Service at 10 am in St Giles, Wyddial on the 5th Sunday in the month.

Church History:

Description of church building needed
Newnham:

(St. Vincent’s Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Ashwell and Hinxworth)
Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Dr Simon Chambers 

The Rectory, Hodwell, Ashwell, Baldock, Herts SG7 5QQ. 

Tel: 01462 742277 

E-mail: simon@simonchambers.com 

Day off: Friday

Times of church services:

9.30 am
4th Sunday in the month: Holy communion BCP

Please check the church notice board for any special services and variations.

There are services on each Sunday in the other two churches of the benefice.

Church History:

There has been a church at Newnham for a very long time.  The north wall dates from the 12th century, the chancel from the 13th, the tower and south aisle from the 14th and the clerestory windows and south porch from the 15th century.  Substantial fragments can be seen of murals dating from the 14th and 15th centuries (some may be as early as the 13th century).  They represent the lower half of St Christopher - his feet, the base of his staff, cliffs and some predatory fish in the stream.  Alas the upper half of the saint with the infant Christ on his shoulders was destroyed with the construction of the Victorian roof.

Other intriguing wall paintings await conservation: a mysterious circle with figures of strange beasts, and a human figure close to the pulpit.  In fact there are traces of colour underneath the limewash all over the chancel.  A number of votive crosses on the outside of the door arch were scratched by pilgrims and other travellers seeking the protection of St Vincent on their journey, and other graffiti can be seen around the doorway to the belfry turret - a fish and a windmill.

In the chancel there are some fine 15th century brasses and some handsomely lettered memorials of the 17th and 18th centuries on the walls and floor.  There is a small and attractive early 19th century gothic organ; the 14th century font is also worthy of note.  The somewhat dreary appearance of the badly weathered wall cladding - part of the 19th century 'improvements' - belies the tranquil simplicity of the interior.  This cladding is in process of gradual removal as and when funds allow.  The most recent work can be seen on the east face of the tower.
Reed:

(St. Mary’s Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Barkway, Buckland, and Barley)
Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Sarah Hillman

The Rectory, 135 High Street, Barkway, Royston

Herts SG8 8ED 

Tel: 01763 848077

E-mail: sarah.c.hillman@tesco.net 

Times of church services:

9.00 a.m. 
Parish Communion (said) (1st Sunday of the Month)

10.30 a.m. 
Parish Communion (3rd Sunday of the Month)

10.30 a.m. 
BCP Matins (4th Sunday of the Month)

BCP - Book of Common Prayer. These services use traditional language. All other services use modern language.

This pattern is subject to change at certain times of year e.g. harvest, Remembrance Sunday, so please also check the current week's calendar.

Church History:

Description of church building needed
Royston:

(St. John the Baptist Church)
Clergy

Incumbent: 
The Reverend Leslie Harman

The Vicarage, 31 Baldock Road, Royston SG8 5BJ.

Tel: 01763 243130 

E-mail: leslie.harman@btopenworld.com
Day off: Thursday 
Wife: Jeni  
Curate:
The Reverend Averil Lauckner

12 Prince Andrew's Close, Royston SG8 9DZ

Tel: 01763 243265 

E-mail: averil.lauckner@btinternet.com
Day off: Friday
Husband: John 

NSM: 

The Reverend John Fidler

8 Stamford Avenue, Royston SG8 7DD

Tel: 01763 241886

E-mail: 

Day off: Saturday 

Wife: Margaret    

Times of church services:

8 am 

Holy communion 

10 am 
First Sunday praise (1st Sunday in month); family eucharist (all other Sundays) 

11.30 am 
Holy communion (BCP) (1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays) 

12 noon 
Baptisms (4th Sunday) 

6.30 pm 
Evening service

Church History:

Originally a priory of Augustinian canons founded around 1162, the earliest parts of the present building date from the 13th century.  Much of the church existing by the time of Henry VIII was destroyed after the dissolution of the monasteries, but fragments of the medieval nave survive as the south wall of the churchyard.  The structure was bought by the town in 1540 for £800 to become the parish church with the present dedication (previously it had also been dedicated to St Thomas of Canterbury). 

A poor parish, by 1600 the church was ruinous.  Improvement was slow until Victorian restorations, which culminated in the construction of the present chancel in 1891. 

During the 20th century the kitchen was added (as a vestry) in 1928, the nave roof was repaired in 1951 following the discovery of death watch beetle, a new organ, vestry and parish office were installed in 1978, reordering of the chancel occurred in the 1980s and the glazed entrance was installed in 1991.  Interesting details include two lozenges of medieval glass in a north aisle window, gilded angels and bosses in the roof, several brasses and a medieval alabaster effigy of a knight in armour.  There is a peal of eight bells.  Externally the flint casing of the tower replaced lath and plaster in the 1870s.  Until the mid 20th century most of the present churchyard was the site of cottages.  Where the prior's domestic buildings stood now forms the Priory Gardens, commemorating the Royston Second World War dead.
Rushden:

(St. Mary the Virgin Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Clothall, Sandon, and Wallington)

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Helen Dawes

The Vicarage, Paynes End, Sandon, Buntingford

Herts SG9 OQU

Tel: 01763 287256 

E-mail : helen.dawes@virgin.net 

Times of church services:
11.15 am 
Matins (1st Sunday in month) 
11.15 am 
All-Age Worship (2nd Sunday in month) 

9.30 am 
Holy Communion (4th Sunday in month)

9:30 am 
Morning prayer (every Tuesday except in August)

On the 5th Sunday there is a united service at 10 am in one of the four churches of the benefice.

Church History:

The nave dates from about 1350.  The chancel was built in 1847 on foundations of the previous chancel, which had fallen down.  The west tower is of three stages with an embattled parapet.  There is no Hertfordshire spike, although one can be seen in a drawing of 1831.  The south porch is modern, but the doorway is 14th century.  The windows in the south wall date from the late 15th century, as is the window in the north wall, although the design is different.  There was a gallery across the west end of the church, put up in the late 17th century and removed in 1907. 

In 1907 the church was in a bad way, the walls of the nave were cracked and threatened to fall out and the timberwork of the nave was dangerously decayed.  Today we can see it all in a good state of repair.  Rushden church has stood on its little hill for six hundred years, looking not very different from the day it was built.
Sandon:

(All Saints Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Clothall, Rushden, and Wallington)

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Helen Dawes

The Vicarage, Paynes End, Sandon, Buntingford

Herts SG9 OQU

Tel: 01763 287256 

E-mail : helen.dawes@virgin.net 

Times of church services:
11.15 am 
Matins (Winter only - 2nd Sunday in Month)

6.00pm 
Evensong (Summer only - 2nd Sunday in Month)

 9.30am 
Holy Communion (3rd Sunday in Month)

11.15am 
URC Service (4th Sunday in Month)

9.30am 
Morning Prayer (Every Wednesday except in August)

(Holy Communion on 1st Wednesday of each month) 

On the 5th Sunday there is a united service at 10 am in one of the four churches of the benefice.

Church History:

In the 9th century the manor of Sandon, "Sandon Bury", including the Saxon church, was granted by King Athelstan to the Dean and Chapter of St Paul's Cathedral in London.  It remained in their possession until the mid 19th century, when the manor passed to the Fordham family. 

The church, standing 528 feet above sea level, was originally a timber building with daub and wattle walls, and, at a date unknown but before the 10th century, was converted to a dark barn-like building.  It was converted to its present form in 1348. 

Notable features inside are the 15th century oak rood screen, the eastern sepulchre in the north chancel wall and the triple sedilia in the south chancel wall.  The south doorway with two moulded orders is original.  Special attention should be paid to the brasses before the chancel steps.  These are memorials to John Fitz-Geoffrey and his wife, Elizabeth, who were Lord and Ladye Daniels (Danyells).  He died in 1480 and is shown in armour; no date is given for his wife, who wears a butterfly headdress and has a pomander hanging from her chatelaine.
Therfield:

(St. Mary the Virgin Church – Part of a larger benefice with Kelshall)
Incumbent: 
The Reverend Richard Morgan

The Rectory, Church Lane, Therfield, Royston, Herts SG8 9QD

Tel: 01763 287364 

E-mail: therfieldrectory1@btinernet.com
Day off: Variable 

Wife: Christine

Times of church services:

10 am 
Mattins with communion (1st Sunday in month), Parish Communion 

(2nd & 4th   Sundays) Family service (3rd Sunday) and family communion

(5th Sunday) 

6 pm 
Evensong (3rd Sunday)

Church History:

Although the present building is very largely the result of rebuilding in 1875-8, there is a record in the domesday survey of 1086 that a priest was among the inhabitants of Therfield, implying a church building at that time. 

The first feature seen on entering the church is the late 14th century octagonal stone font.  The tower at the west end contains six bells set for chiming; the oldest bell dates from 1597 and the newest from 1707.  A double piscina from the 15th century, once used for washing sacred vessels, was discovered when the chancel was being dismantled before rebuilding.  It had been out of sight since a previous rebuilding in 1678.  A triple sedilia, seats for the clergy, from the 15th century also came to light; these are set into the south wall near the altar.  There is an example of a Stuart royal coat of arms over the door as you leave the church, which before the rebuilding, hung above the tower arch.  It is possible that the arms were placed there by the Reverend Francis Turner in celebration of the restoration of Charles II in 1660.
Throcking:

(Holy Trinity Church – Part of a joint benefice with Cottered, also linked with Ardeley)
Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Jacky Page

The Rectory, Warren Lane, Cottered, Buntingford

Herts SG9 9QA

Tel: 01763 281218 

E-mail: 
Times of church services:

11 am 
Holy communion (1st Sunday in month), morning prayer (3rd Sunday) 

Services held each week in the other two churches of the benefice, and on the 5th Sunday there is a group service at 10 am in one of the three churches.

Church History:

The oldest part of the church is the lowest part of the tower, which dates back to the early 13th century.  Most of the building, however, is 15th century. 

The upper portion of the tower was rebuilt in 1660 by Sir Thomas Soame, whose father was Lord Mayor of London.  Sir Thomas was patron and lord of the manor, and he was also prominent in the City of London, being Sheriff of London in 1635 and an alderman.  He and his wife, Joan, who came from Aspenden, are buried in a vault beneath the nave floor.  A floor slab marks the location. 

The church suffered some disrepair in the early part of the 19th century.  When the Reverend William Adams became rector in 1841, he found the font lying broken in the tower and numerous repairs required to the building itself.  At his own expense he re-roofed the church, repaired the pews and built others to match the 17th century design.  There is a monument to Robert and Martha Elwes, the work of Michael Rysbrack (1693-1770).  On the walls are consecration crosses painted red.  The tower once housed three bells, but by 1700 only one remained.  This was re-cast in 1855 and is still in use.
Wallington:

(St. Mary the Virgin Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Clothall, Rushden, and Sandon)

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Helen Dawes

The Vicarage, Paynes End, Sandon, Buntingford

Herts SG9 OQU 

Tel: 01763 287256 

E-mail : helen.dawes@virgin.net
Times of church services:

9.30 am 
Family communion (1st Sunday in month) 

11.15 am 
Village praise (3rd Sunday) 

9.30 am 
Morning Prayer (every Tuesday except in August)

Services are held in other churches of benefice on the other Sundays, with a united service at 10 am in one of the four churches of the benefice on the 5th Sunday in the month.

Church History:

The church stands on the southern edge of the village and was first mentioned in 1190 when Robert of Wallington gave the church and some land to the monks of St Albans abbey.  In the 15th century the porch, tower, north aisle and the chantry chapel were added.  The chantry screen and pews date from that century and are still in use.  Major restoration work has been carried out encompassing the whole of the exterior walls, porch and tower.  For the restoration work a Civic Award was presented to the church by North Hertford-shire District Council.  The organ is a fine Scudmore instrument built by William Hill in the late 19th century.  St Mary's contains two interesting graffiti, a warrior with spear and shield and a hobbyhorse.  There are four beautiful carved angel figures in the roof (rare in Hertfordshire).  There is a ring of six bells, much in demand by visiting bell ringing teams.  George Orwell (Eric Blair) was married in the church on 9 June 1936.  He was well liked, a villager and a shopkeeper.

Westmill:

(St. Mary the Virgin Church – Part of a multi-parish benefice with Aspenden and Buntingford)
Incumbent: 
The Reverend Norman Richards

The Vicarage, Vicarage Road, Buntingford, Herts SG9 9BH

Tel: 01763 271552 

E-mail:  nrichardsvic@aol.com
Day off: Friday 

Wife: Alison

Times of church services:

9.30am 
Holy communion (1st Sunday in the month) 

Services are hold in the other two churches of the benefice on the other Sundays, with a joint family communion service rotating around the three churches at 10.15 am on the 3rd Sunday in the month. 

Church History:

The nave of the church is saxon and so are the massive pillars, separating it from the north aisle.  Over the centuries the church has been altered in accordance with contemporary needs.  The chancel probably dates from the 13th century, although the chancel arch is 14th century.  The arches crowning the saxon pillars are 13th century.  The 15th century roof, with its king posts, is the highest of any church in the county apart from St Albans abbey.  The back choir stalls are decorated with poupee heads, two of which are medieval work and two are Victorian copies.  The fine west door is crowned by a carving of two angels holding flaming swords, flanking a pierced heart.  The 15th century tower has a ring of six bells, and beside the door leading to the belfry hangs the oldest gravestone in Hertfordshire.  It is that of Nicholas Leuknor and is dated 1293AD.  In the sanctuary there is a group of interesting graves, now almost covered by the platform on which the altar stands.  They belong to the Baellendens, a scottish jacobite family, who in the 18th century lived in the house, which is now the 'Sword in Hand'.
Weston:

(Holy Trinity Church – Part of a team benefice with Baldock and Bygrave)

Team Vicar: 
The Reverend Silke Tetzlaff

The Vicarage, 14 Munts Meadow, Weston, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7AE

Tel: 01462 790330 

E-mail: silketetzlaff@ntlworld.com
Team Rector: 
see Baldock

Times of church services:

Details needed 

Church History:

Description of church needed!
Wyddial:
(St. Gile’s Church – Part of the Hormead Benefice with Brent Pelham, Little Hormead, Great Hormead, and Meesden)

Priest in Charge: 
The Reverend Carol Kimberley

The Vicarage, Great Hormead, Buntingford, Herts SG9 ONT. Tel: 01763 289258 

E-mail: ck@womvic.demon.co.uk 

Times of church services:

10am 
Family Service (2nd Sunday in the month)

10am 
Holy Communion (5th Sunday in the month)

Services held in other churches of benefice on other Sundays, with a group service at 10 am rotating around the five churches on the 5th Sunday in the month.

Church History:

The church is a grade I listed building of 14th century origin.  Of special interest are the north chancel and chapel, both built of brick and dated by a brass inscription 1532.  The triumphant entry of brick into church buildings is a significant sign of the Tudor age.  Of particular interest also are the two 16th century stained glass windows of Flemish origin showing scenes from the passion.  The church itself occupies a unique position, in that it sits astride the meridian line - probably the only church in England to do so.
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